[Modern views of the role of heparin in hemostasis and regulation of enzymatic and hormonal activities].
This review is focused on the role of heparin in the maintenance of hematological homeostasis. Description of the main components of the hemostatic system is presented. The mechanism of heparin action as an anticoagulating and fibrinolytic agent are analyzed. A hypothesis is forwarded to explain the role of heparin in animals and humans as a key substance promoting stabilization, regulation and distribution of different active blood components bound into complexes with heparin.